
Evictions After the Moratorium 

■ The COVID-19 emergency and economic recovery period

The Illinois legislature has enacted sections 9-121.5 and 9-122 of the Evictions Act which are
both self-repealing on August 22, 2022. The statute impacts all residential evictions cases filed between 
March 20, 2020 and March 31, 2022, creating the "COVID-19 emergency and economic recovery 
period." (735 ILCS 5/9-101 et seq.). 

■ Restarting the filing and enforcement of residential evictions

With Executive Order 2021-15, Governor Pritzker has announced that beginning August 1, 2021,
landlords will be able to commence residential evictions in the circuit courts. The Supreme Court will still 
require landlords filing suit to file a Certificate of Compliance along with a Tenant's Declaration 
(available on \Vww.IHDA.org) indicating whether the tenant in possession is a "Covered Person" within 
the meaning of Executive Order 2021-13. 

Pursuant to Illinois Supreme Court Order, MR 30370, the circuit court will be stayed from 
entering any order of judgment or possession against a Covered Person prior to September 1, 2021. 
Additionally, Executive Order 2021-15, prohibits the Sheriff from enforcing eviction orders against 
"Covered Persons" until further order. (It is anticipated that this will be lifted as of September 1, 2021.) 

Regardless of whether tenants in possession are Covered Persons, the Sheriff may still enforce 
possession orders involving those being evicted because they present a risk to the safety and/or health of 
other tenants or who present an immediate and severe risk to the property of the landlord. 

Executive Orders 2021-13 and 2021-15 have authorized the Sheriff to enforce residential 
possession orders entered prior to March 20, 2020, but stayed due to the pandemic. If a possession order 
has been entered in a case filed prior to March 20, 2020, but has not been enforced, a plaintiff may file a 
motion seeking an amended possession order which sets a new possession date. As with all motions, 
notice must be provided to the defendant. 

In those cases filed during the recovery period, if a defendant cannot or will not provide a signed 
Declaration that they are a Covered Person within the meaning of the moratorium, the case may proceed. 
Under Executive Order 2021-15, the Sheriff may enforce possession orders not involving Covered 
Persons. 

■ Sealing of eviction files

Sections 9-121.5 and 9-122 of the Evictions Act are read together to require that all residential
evictions cases commenced during the recovery period be filed under seal and not publicly available. (The 
statutes include penalties for disclosure of evictions cases.) Cases based on non-payment of rent will 
remain sealed regardless of the entry of an order of judgment and possession. In those cases specifically 
enumerated in section 9-122 a landlord may file a motion with the court seeking to have a residential 
eviction unsealed. This generally includes cases where the tenant has acted maliciously or criminally. 

For the duration of the recovery period, in all LM (and in residential cases seeking more than 
$50,000 in rent and designated as L cases) because the electronic files are under seal from the time of 
commencement, all filings, including the original complaint, will not be accepted by the circuit clerk by 
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